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SCENE SETTER

“Peter won
promotion with
Sunderland and 3
took City into the
top five twice in
three seasons

“Steve’s also
taken Swindon to
promotion and

{
No quagg;gsked...

together at Goodison Park
in 1983 and McMahon was

carved out reputations as
managers after illustrious
playing careers.

Peter Reid and Steﬁe
McMahon...two midfielders

from the same Merseyside
mould.

among Reid’s buys when he
was in charge at
Manchester City.

records,” says Ellis.

They linked up fewer

Both mixed aggression,
fierce tackling and an
awesome will-to-win with
genuine quality.

So it was a formidable
sight when the managers of
tonight's teams went toe-

the least.

There's no doubt who
was in charge, though,

than 20 times at City...but
the five-a-sides must have
been interesling, lo say

“They've both got good

shown he can -~ i
do the job." i

"Peter Reid is a

according to Sam Ellis,
to-toe in a succession of il B taline o strong gaffer and
Merseyside derbies in the City. !
mid-BOfs_ ; He says:"Peter Reid is a MBGBH ﬂ!ways dld
And imagine what it strong gaffer and Macca what he was told

must have been like to
come up against them
paired alongside each other.

It almost happened at
international level, but us.”
McMahon went into the
England team as Reid was
bowing out in 1988.

However, the two
Scousers did play in the
same teams at the
beginning and end of their
careers.

Lold.

Cup.

Match Facts

B Swindon have not found Wearside
a happy hunting ground. Ten trips to
Roker, seven defeats and just the one
victory. That came in February 1992
when a Paul Bodin penalty settied
matters. A bizarre game. Both Gordon
Armstrong and Kevin Ball missed
spot-kicks, Glenn Hoddle looked
bemused in midfield as the ball
regularly pinged over his head while
opposing player manager Terry
Butcher, was fortunate not to be red
carded after rugby tackling the
visiting number nine.

Complete League Record:

Roker
Gounty Ground

LR R O R R R Y

always did what he was

“He was like a little
lamb when he came to

Ellis is now assistant
manager at Bury, who
pertormed so well at the
Stadium of Light this
season in the Coca Cola

And he admires the
way both men have

B Whit Monday 1990 saw the clubs
contest a Wembley play off for a place

. in the top flight before a 72,873 gate.

Ossie’s famous ‘diamond” formation
won the day, though a wicked

- deflection to Alan McLoughlin’s drive
- off Gary Bennett was necessary to beat
: Tony Norman. In fairness, Swindon’s

performance warranted more than a
one goal win, but they were eventually
beaten by the taxman.

B The clubs first came across each
other in 1963/64. Swindon newly
promoted to Division Two won the

- County Ground fixture 1-0 in early

September before 25,849. Six months

. later, The Lads, on their way to

promotion wreaked revenge. A gate of

. 41,334 watched Nick Sharkey register a

hat-trick in the 6-0 drubbing. Johnny
Crossan added two with Brian Usher

- also making the scoresheet.

B Ten years later Dennis Tueart netted

- three in the 4-1 Roker win of November

He was like a
little lamh when
he came to us.”

4 SAM ELLIS

1973 and the former Newcastle junior
leads Sunderland’s goalscoring list
against Swindon with four. Dennis had
also claimed the winner 12 months
before in a 3-2 win.

B When Tueart collected the matchball,
Sunderland claimed their one and only
double over the Wiltshire men. Vic _
Halom and Dave Watson scored in the
away fixture and Swindon were
relegated at the season end.

B The Lads and Swindon have been
reqular adversaries during the last 10
years. Goals however have begun to
dry up as the results show. Sunderland
score first.

Season Roker Swindon Division
1934/83 L] 14 Twn
1983/%0 22 M Twa
1991/9%2 H 5 Tws
1932/83 ki H New One
1934/%5 4 (3 New One

HARRY BARRETT
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Club Honours:

FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS:
1892, 1893, 1895, 1902, 1213, 1936,
RUNNERS- UP: 1854, 1898,

01, 1923, 193
DIVISION 2 CHAMP!ONS 1976
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CUP COMPETITION: 1974
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| Now lets get back on track

| only have to look across to the
Swindon bench tonight to know what
{0 expest.

. decline in recent seasons.

| would like to welcome Steve
and everybody connected with
the club to the Stadium of Light
this evening.

Any team which has
Steve McMahon as its

“We may not -

Swindon are
currently second in

manager won't be a have starfed the  the First Division, a
pushover. | realise that season as well statistic which | believe
only too well from our as everybody ﬁ:::: UUI;OW*'[ position
playing days. perspective.

We were briefly hoped, but the We may not have
together at Everton at fact remains started the season as
the start of my career | ffial a VIGtOTY | vor s ‘ot the o
and later “enjoyed” a | = hoped, but the fact
number of midfield t““_lﬂ!" will put remains that a victory
meetings in us just two tonight will put us just
Merseyside derbies poinis behind twg points behind
after he joined Swindon.” Swandorj.

Liverpeol. winaon. It indicates that this

division is very tight

There were obvious
similarities between us
as players and our total
commitment made for some great
battles.

My respect for him as a player
was later reflected in the fact that
| took him to Manchester City
when | was in charge.

Strangely, | don't recall us
playing together very often. He
usually replaced me in the No.4
shirt and vice versa.

Steve always looked
management material
and I'm not surprised
that he's doing a
good job at
Swindon
after
their

SUNDERLAND A.EC:

and a run of good
results can alter the picture
dramatically.
Of course, as we've discovered
recently, two or three setbacks can
produce a vastly different

: picture.

That's why | was so delighted
with the result against
Huddersfield on Saturday. We

badly needed a victory to get
things going again.

I'm the first to admit
we didn't play
particularly well,
but perhaps it
was pay-
back
time for



those games where we've
performed better and come away
with nothing this season. There's
been too many of them for my
liking.

There was still much to
encourage me cn Saturday.
Huddersfield defénded in depth
and made it difficult for us, but my
players remained patient and
organised, even when some fans
were becoming restless.

They got their reward in the
end and it was nice to see Michael
Bridges getling such a cudal goal.

| know many supporters want
to see more of Michael, but it's
important that | lock beyond the
next match.

I want Michael to be fit enough
to play a part throughout the
season and further into the future,
50 | believe we have to be careful t
with him.

He's grown stronger in the last
12 months but, as | mentioned
after Saturday’s game, he’s hardly s,
a 19-year-old in the mould of
Emile Heskey.

Alex Ferguson’s decision to o .
protect David Beckham in his early ~ Vi
years has paid rich dividends. I'm ”

also trying to give Michael the
best possible chance of making a
similar impact one day.

PETER REID
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Kitting out your team can be a major expense that's guaranteed
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supports youth football in the community.
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Fans favourite Alex Rae yearns for
the chance of & decent run in a
Sunderland first team shirt.

The £1 million signing from
Millwall, however, has been
forced to play a waiting game
again after failing to establish
himself in the Premiership last
season.

He was linked with a move
back to the Capital with
Crystal Palace before the
start of the campaign, but
would prefer to kick-start his
career in the new Stadium
of Light.

“My last game was
watched by a crowd of
nearly 38,000 and not
many players can say
that,” said Alex.

“I didn't particularly
want to go back to
London after making the
move closer to home
when | joined Sunderland.

et}

“| had talks with
Crystal Palace and went
down for a medical but
nothing more seemed
to come of their
interest.”

Considering Rae’s
eye for poaching goals
from an attacking
midfield position and
Sunderfand’s
desperate plight to
kill off the opposition
when in the driving
seat. fans have

TEAM TALK

fa of Light

expressed surprise at his
omission from the starling line-
up.

“Of course it's frustrating but
there's nothing | can do apart
from doing my bestin the
Reserves.” said Rae.

“It can be difficalt in the
Reserves - there's a big
difference playing in front of
thousands at the new stadium
and just a few hundred in the
Central League.

“Then there’s the question of
match fitness. Playing the odd
game here and there for the first

team then going back
into the Reserves doesn’t help.

The former Scottish B
international was in the starting
line-up for the opening day of
the season defeat at Sheffield
United, making way for Chris
Byrne, he had to wait until
manager Peter Reid rung the
changes for the return leg of the
Coca-Cola Cup-tie with Bury for
another chance.

He took it in style, too, scoring
in the 2-1 win which shattered
Bury’s magnificent unbeaten

“0f course
it's frustrating
but there's
nothing | can
do apart from
doing my
hest in the
Reserves.”

AGE

1

<4 ALEX RAE
Battling for a
regular place in
the team.

£

home record
stretching back 29
games.

“I‘m not a striker and
only got my chance
because there was so
many injuries”’ said
Alex. "It must be ten

years since | played up
front on a regular basis.

“] played there for a

season when | was with
Falkirk as a 17-year-old.
“I'm not bothered where |
play as long as | get a
game.

“There’s a lot of

competition for places here,
especially in midfield, but who
knows. Perhaps with the

depa
may
peck

“In
moreg
and
bend
is Mg

happ
the §

rture of Paul Bracewell |

have moved up in the

ng order.

n recent weeks | have been
involved in the first team
‘ve been getting on the

h and on to the pitch which

pre than what was

ening at the beginning of

eason.”’
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Tony Coton looked back on his days
at Birmingham and Watford in
Saturday's matchday magazine.
Tonight, Sunderland’s keeper
coneludes his review of his
fascinating career. It features his
days at Manchester Gity, Manchester
United and Sunderland. Tony also
talks about how he turned his back
on England and tells of his plans
for the future.

Life started so well for
Tony Coton at
Manchester City.

It was the move to a
big-city club that he had
wanted in his final couple
of years at Watford.

And he joined City at a time
when they were making an
impact in the top- flight.

It was also the start of his link-
up with Peter Reid, the player-
manager at Maine Road during
his stay.

Coton was an important part
of the team that twice finished
fifth under Reid, wha was
dismissed after the first five
games of the 1993/94 season
didn’t produce a win.

Coton still insists today that it
was a huge mistake by City.

“There was great set-up at
Maine Road and the fans were

“When |
finally got up
for breakfast,

| suddenly
decided ['d
had enough,

¥V GRAHAM
TAYLOR
€ngland boss
Graham Taylor
called up Coton
into the squad
- but never
gave him a cap.

simply brilliant,” says the keeper.

WELCONE TO THE SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF LIBHT )

the

to see what has

i City was to end in

: bilter disappointment
i after such an
encouraging start.

L TEAM TALK J

d(

“Everybody
felt the team was
on the right lines
and it was a genuine

bombshell when he went a few
{ days into the season.

“City took a big step

backwards when they got rid of
i Peter.

“Brian Horton came in and |

i got on well with him, but |

i always felt he was banging his
: head against a brick wall at the
i club.

“It genuinely saddens me

Coton's stay at

Injuries hampered him

i during his last two years at

! Maine Road and, when he finally
returned, he found Eike Immel in
: his place.

“Previously, | thought | would

finish my career at City because |
i wasso happy there,” he says.

“But Alan Ball was the

manager by then. He told me I'd
i done well for the club, but he
: was letting me go.

I came away from that

meeting feeling like | did when |

V o .
O
T

V".: =

: was a kid and |im Smith told me
¢ he couldn’t offer me a contract
: at Birmingham.

“| wondered what I'd done -

and | still don’t know. It seems
: that my crime was to get

injured.
“Alan Ball told me Sunderiand

: were interested, but days went

by and nothing happened.
“Then, on the day; | was

i moving house 1o Bolton, | was
i travelling behind the furniture
: van when my mobile phone

rang.”
On the other end was

: happened to City Pt Manchester United

: since then. The ' Q%ESTER 04‘/ ,, Chairman Martin

: passion of the & fr\ ¥ Edwards, asking to
: supporters deserves 4 meel him at Old

: better.” = Trafford.

It was the prelude
to a sad exit from
Maine Road for the

keeper.
“I said all the right
things about City at the time,
then Alan Ball went on TV and
said it was a disgrace that | was
leaving.
“} got slaughtered,” said
Coton, who signed a three-year

N

! deal at United.

However, it was always

destined te be a brief stop-over.

"It was a great experience lo be

with them when they won the

league and cup,” he says.
“Alex Ferguson was good

i enough to say Peter Schmeichel




played so well because | was
pushing him.

“But Alex knew | wanted
to play regularly again and |

r . ) : <4 TONY

was willing to drep down a - S ’ COTON

division.” | _ A e He played for
Wolves moved in for him, TN : ] "~ Manchester

but the chance to link up again Eity ccler

with Reid and Bobby Saxtonat " . < 5 Peter Reid.
Sunderland proved irresistible. = S >

ENGLAND

Tony Coton is the keeper who
turned his back on England.
He travelled the world with

“At this

TR

iabd i stage, | can't
WOBOUC:S.Coton never won the cap y w7 % 4 A \ I','/_.‘_': ""._-": : 7 : Say hllw
i and e e e e T A N o things are
it notamm - i G % §  going to go,

Taylor's international squad shortly
after being named in the PFA's

1
but I've not
Premiership team.
found himself watching England in . I
action from the stands as Woods It. | want o
No.2 spot. try and play
The trio were later joined by
for a full international and B game.
Coton recalls: “David Seaman at a"

However;, Coton generally P gIVEﬂ Ilp on
and Seaman competed for the
. r. * - i5 : 3 #
Nigel Martyn for a trip to Russia AN - agalﬂ If ItS
played in the B international, so |

. 9"
it | ikt firll ot s possible.
chance on the following day.

“Instead, he played Chris and “But | prefer to look at it “l want to try and play again
sent on Nigel for the last 15 another way and say | got a lot if it's at all possible.
minutes.” closer to the dream than a lot of “Christrmas will be the time to
It was the final, bilterest people.” assess things again. That's
disappointment for Tony, who flew when | go back to see the
back to England at 5.30 in the surgeon.
morming. THE FUTUH[ : “gUntil then, | can’t really say
“When | finally got up for Tony is now two days into his what will happen.”
breakfast, | suddenly decided Id second year on the sidelines The lay-off has enabled Coton
had enough,” he says. because of his to concentrate on his coaching
I was flying all over the broken leg. - duties with Sunderland’s keepers
world with the squad and “It's the worst and he even took charge of the
was no nearer playing a injury I've ever . reserves at Manchester City
game. : ' suffered and there  early in the season.
“It meant | was coming . had been some "l don’t want to be labelled
back and feeling knackered 3 RO dark days in the as purely a goalkeeping
for the league game on the last 12 months,” specialist because | hope to
following Saturday, so | A he admits. move into coaching or
decided to call it a day. S g “At this stage, | management one day,” he says.
“Of course it would have been can’t say how things “Hopefully, that's something
nice to have won a cap, just one are going to go, but I've - for the future because nothing

would have been enough. not given up on it. can beat playing this game.”
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TEAM TALK

Andy Melville will flash a“Count me in” message to
Bobby Gould when the Wales manager maps out his
plans for the future.

The Sunderland defender was a surorise
ommision from the squad when Wales
completed a disappoeinting World Cup
qualifying campaign

in Belgium ten days

ago.

Ryan Giggs

captained the side

in the absence of

the suspended Gary

Speed and there is

talk of the future of

Welsh side being

moulded under the

wing of Manchester

United’s exciting

winger.

And though

reluctant to discuss his

exciusion from the

squad after becoming

an almost automatic

choice over the last five
years, Melville considers

he still has much to
offer the international
sCEne.

“I'm only 28 and
reckon | still have an
international future ahead
of me,” he said. “I've
won 31 caps and would
like to add a few more.

“I've seen what has
been written about Wales
building for the future with
younger players, but | want
to be part of it.

“Obviously playing in the
Premiership helps, but it
hasn’t stopped me
previously from being
selected and the
players who came
in were aiso from
outside of the
Premier Leaque.

"We had a

5,

“There will probably be a few friendlies

L9
before we start trying to qualify for :
the next European Champicenship. < ECTATI
That's the beauty of these q)\S 2

competitions, no sooner has

one finished than another

gets underway so

that’s something to

look forward to.”

Melwille must

cast aside his

international

aspirations, however,

and help Sunderland

to overcome an indifferent

start to the season.

He is at a loss to put a finger on how

the side is capable of competing with

the best of the First Division one week,

then crash to embarrassing defeats of

the likes of Port Vale and Reading

when they finished very much second

best.

“I don’t want o keep harping on

about two years ago when we kept

26 clean sheets,” he said. “But that's

what we have to do if we are to

become difficult to beat again.
“Even the games we have

dominated at the new stadium we

have still conceded goals and that’s

something we just didn’t do when

we won the championship

“I doubt whether we could keep

as many clean sheets as that again,
but if you don’t concede goals,
you don't lose matches.

“l suppose you could say it’s
back to the basics and make sure
we don't give away any silly
goals.”

ANDY MELVILLE
/ Still keen to play for

disappointing
World Cup and
that's possibly
because we
don't get
together as
often as we
would like.

“Even the games we have dominated at the new stadium
we have still conceded goals and that's something we just
didn't do when we won the championship.”

his country.




Today’s Match Sponsors

Antrim Contract
Carpets Lid.

Weavers of High Quality Axminster Carpets

and most technologically
sophisticated, electronic
jacquard weaving
equipments to ensure that
the integrity of each carpet
is kept intact.

Specialising in the top end of the
hospitality market world-wide,
creating designs to suit a client’s
individual need in any contract quality
in .91m and 3.66m wide, woven to
ISO 9002 standard.

Head Office and Factory
KENNEDY WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
- BELFAST BT11 9DT
Antrim Carpets, suppliers of carpet ~ NORTHERN IRELAND
. i TELEPHONE: (01232) 623668
to Sunderland Stadium of Light FAX: (01232) 616710



| sponsomsHP
Associate Sponsors

Sundertand AFC and local businesses working together to serve the local commaunity

[ &

Willis of
Alnwick

underland AFC Sponsorship

CARING FOR YOUR GUESTS

Man of the Match
Sponsorship

1547-58 SEASON

An ideal intraduction to the bensfits
of Sponsorship ai The Stadium of
Light. This package represenis a
great opportunity to enlertain
valued customers.

This Package Insludes:

M Entertain 6 Buests

M Champagne Reception

B Tour of the Ground "Behind
the Scenes’

B Four Gourse Meal

B Enterizinment

M Escorted Transfer to Sponsers
Exagutive Seats

B Half Time Bar Failities

W Individual Bift for
tach Buest

B Past Match Refreshments

M Autographed Feothall

B Acknowledgement in Dificial
Matchday Programme

B Present Man of the Match
Rwards To Players of Both Teams

Gost: Category A - £350-+VAT

Cost: Category B - £750-+VAT

Matchball
Sponsorship

1997-58 SEASON

Enjoy an exciting and enjoyahle day
at Sunderland Stadium of Light asa
Match Ball Sponsar.

This Package Includes:

B Entertain 6 Buests

B Champagne Reception

B Tour of the Ground ‘Behind
the Scenes’

B Four Course Meal

W Entertamment

B Escoried Transfer to Sponsors
Executive Seals

B Individual Bift for Each Buest

8 Player Appearance

BB HalfTime Bar Facilities

B Acknowledgement on
PA System

B The Official Matchball -
Autographed by Players of
Both Teams

Cost: Category A - £350-+VAT

Gost: Category B - £750-+-VAT

Associate Sponsorship

1997-88 SEASEN

I Four Gourse Meal
including Wine

B Entertainment

B Bar Facilities/Hostess Service

B Escoried Transfer to Sponsors
Exesutive Seals

B Post Mateh Refreshments

I Half Time Bar Facilities

I Mzn of the Match Awards

I Player Appearance

B Individual Bift for Each Guest

B Company Gift

B Sunderland AFC Rutographed
Football

B Acknowledgement on PA System

Cast: £1,000-+VAT

Match Sponsorship

1597-84 STASON

An Assooiate Sponsorship package at
The Sunderiand Stadium of Light
represents a greal opporiunity to
enteriaim a few valued costomers.

Dur highly trained staff will
ensure that you are eneriained
whilst leaving ample time for you to
build up vital relationships with your
guests.

The Assosiate Sponsorship
package insludes the following
features.

I Entertain 10 Guests

B Champagne Reception

B Tour of the Sround Behind the
Seenes’

Many theusands of visitors, staff and
friends have enjoyed being guests of
our malch sponsors m recent
seasons.

Many of eur speasors return year
after year and we believe that there
can be few mors entertaining,
unusual and trouble free ways for you
1o do business.

The fallowing features are
included as standard, aithough every
mateh sponsarship package is
individually tailored to mee! your
company nesds.

W 1 Perimeter Ground
Advertising Baard

M Colour Full Page Advertisement in
the Matehday Programme

B An Advertising Message on the

R R R R R R A A R

Electronic Scoreboard
B }n Audio Message on the Stadium
PA System
I Oppertunity (o Display
Praduct/Exhibition
I Dppertunity to Distribute
Leafiet/Youcher or Product
Sample and Hospitality as
follows:
B Champagne Reeeption
B Tour of the Ground Behind
ihe Scenes’
B Four Doorse Meal
including Wine
B Entertainment
B Escorted Transfer to Sponsers
Executive Seats
B Mazn of the Match Awards
B Compatition - Prizes 10 inelude 2
Sunderland AFC Signed Fosthall
M HalfTime Bar Facilities
I Post Match Refreshments
M Player Appearance
M |ndividuzl 6ift for
Fach fuest
I Presentation 1o Company by
Sunderland AFE Director
B Reserved Car Parking
Enteriain 40 Guests
Gast: £5.008-+VAT

For further

details please
contact Christine
or Jill on:

(0191) 4515000



29 LITHE 16V ENGINE
AIR-CONDITIONING

ABS BRAKES even more equipment

ALLOY WHEELS
3 YEAR WARRANTY the Neon SLX ‘Limited Edition’
for only £14,250 on the road.
AUTOMATIC OFTION
AT NO EXTRA COST

Available in a choice of three colours,
Black, deep Amethyst pearicoat or Red.
Call Springfiald Chrysier now for a test-drive.

TWIN AIRBAGS
FRONT FOG LAMPS
SIX SPEAKER STEREOQ
RADIO CASSETTE

“Casn price Ti4 450 Taposl L4000 58 munttsty =3y ol C1ee Dy anre valse $350230

Teinl et payabit BV 5500 Frams sibjec 16 31304, Licensed et Srokex Wittten SpiaSs on segoeny

THE CHRYSLER NEON SLX Limited Edition

BUILT FOR THE MOST DEMANDING COUNTRY IN THE WORLD

Chrysler Neon now has

SPRINGHIELD | & ety

WESSINGTON WAY, SUNDERLAND. (1/2 MILE FROM A19). TEL: (0191) 516 8983

WHEN CHOOSING YOUR
NE\T NE\\ CAR

Look for the marque of a
GRE%TDEALERSHIP

and best used ¢
r. We also off

jonal mult-franchise network whic
-'fffe The fact tt ‘ET n the IﬂS' year over 50

1o suil every cust
reassurance of a n

See every goal from the
weekend with ITV'S @
Narionwine FooTBALL
LeaciE ExTra, in
association with Nationwide
Bailding Society.

We'll be on air just alter midnight on
Mondays and repeated later in ;he

week in many regions.
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Tonight I'd like to assess the
nosition following Wednesday’s Coca
Cola Gup defeat at, Middlesbrough.

Things need to be put in =
perspective. We weren't
world beaters after
winning four

SUccessive games

row. Let's look
at those defeats,
beginning with the home league
game with Middlesbrough at
the end of last month.

For the first hour we were
clearly the better side with even
Bryan Robson stating that we
were unfortunate not to have
taken the lead before half time.
Had it not been for an incorrect
flag for offside we would have
gone in front early on. I'm not
moaning about that, the official
made a mistake but then again
we all do.

Such decisions are part and
parcel of the game. We're
experienced and honest enough
to just get on with it. We had a
similarly tight decision at Port
Vale when Sam Aiston’s shot was
judged not to have crossed the
line when it clearly had. Thal’s
tough but we're due a couple of
decisions to go our way. Any
sport has its injustices; cricket
sees debatable LBW decisions,
tennis matches can be won and
lost on tight line calls and so on.
it's said that you make your own
luck and that's what were
determined to do. We're not
going to whinge about bad luck,
we'll just get stuck in, work hard
and accept the breaks when
they come our way.

it took a wonder goal from
Emerson to begin our poor run
of results in a game where our
performance had been good.
We had a bad day at Reading -
whether we hit the woodwork
twice or not - and we held our
hands up to thal. Last week at

i the Riverside we again enjoyed
i the better of things for the

i opening two thirds of the match
i and even after Middlesbrough
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had taken the lead we were
well in the game right until
the dying seconds.
So let's be positive
and remember
our strengths.

last month and Th_e last
equally we time we
aren’t a bad were in
side after ‘ ‘ ‘ this division
three we won it
defeatsin a through the

joint effort of
all concerned:
management, fans and

i players. It's up to all of us to do
i it again. We haven't had a

i prilliant start but we have shown
: what we are capable of. Three

: times we've won away to sides

i that were at-the top of the table
i or who had long unbeaten

: home runs. At The Stadium of

: Light we have played well and

: when the crowd have really got
i behind us we have played and

i won convincingly.

It is true that each game has

i to be taken as it comes and we

i must look forward to another 35
: league games beginning

: tonight. That's over a hundred

i points to play for and no league
: position was ever finalised in

: October.

Swindon are not to be taken

¢ likely. They're well organised

: and have done well so far but

i we are capable of beating

i anyone and it's up to us to do

i that tonight. We know we’ve

i got to put the ball in the net.

: We realise possession counts for
: nothing if we don’t have an end
: product but we also know that
i after winning at Bradford we

{ were the top scorers in the

: division. We can create chances
: and convert them but if things
i don't go right we aren’t going

i to roll over and give up. We'll

i keep working Lo make sure we
i do ourselves justice.

We know we need to be as

i consistent as the fans. I've never
i known our fans “lose” a game
: yet. They certlainly weren't

: outshouted at Middlesbrough
: where for most of the game

i they could be heard loud and
: clear above the home fans.

: incident on our way home when
i the team bus was attacked. |

: don't want to lalk about it

: because by doing so I’d only be
: giving added publicity to those
: who don't deserve it for one

: minute. | know most

: Middlesbrough fans are decent,
: sensible people who will have

: found the actions of some of

: their compatriots as disgusting as
i we did so let’s leave it there and
i hope that such incidents never

: happen again to an team.

trip to Stoke City’s new ground,
i The Brittania Stadium. As always
i when you renew acquaintances
: with former colleagues it's nice

: to see how they’re getting on

: and it'll be good to
: meet up with Paul
: Stewart and Alan
Durban. Mind you
: let’s hope we stuff
: them!

Saturday, for tonight

: are concentrated on
i the Swindon game
and with your help
: we'll aim to pick

i up the three

i points.

CAPTAIN’'S COLUMN

You'll have heard about the

“We weren't
world beaters
after winning
four successive
games last
month and
equally we
aren't a had
side after
three defeats
ina row.

On Saturday we make our first

However that's for

all of our energies

KEVIN BALL

0N
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Friday 31st October 1997
Enjoy a spooky night
At the Sunderland Stadium of Light
with prizes for the best costume
Free buffet

Disco & Bar until late

For more information
call 0191 5515 100
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The move to our new stadium has been like a new beginning for the club. This season
ROB MASON turns the spotlight on the players and their first experiences in foothall.

Peter Reid admitted he
faced a terrifically tight
decision between new
signing Edwin Zoetebier and
Player of the Season Lionel
Perez when it came to
naming his team on the
opening day of the
campaign at Sheffield
United.

That the 27 year old
Dutchman ran Perez so close is a
tribute to how highly he is rated
by the management given
Perez's heroics on so many
occasions last season.

However Zoetebier also had
an outstanding year last season

mEOWIN
ZOETEBIER

and having made the move into
English football he is
understandably fantastically keen
to make his league debut.

“Of course being a sportsman
it is normal to want to play at
the highest level and | am
greatly looking forward to the
day when my chance comes to
play in the league,” he admits,

Edwin has aiready made his
first team bow in the Coca Cola
Cup having been selected for the
second leg of the second round
at Bury, “l thought that overall it
was quite a good game. The
whole team played well to give

: Bury their first home defeat for a

TR

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

year. It was a litile difficult for me
because of it being my first time
in the team, playing mainly with

- different players than I've been

playing alongside in the reserve

- team. It was great though and |

really enjoyed it.”
Having been used to playing

- in front of average crowds of

around four to five thousand in
Holland, Edwin can’t wait to play
in front of the fans at the
Stadium of Light. “In Holland we
have some big grounds such as
those at Ajax, Feyenoord and
PSV Eindhoven but there are
many others that are much
smaller. Sunderland’s Stadium is
right up there with the best that

- Holland has to offer. =

“From what I've seen so far
Middlesbrough in our division
have a really good stadium, even

- though it's smaller than

Sunderland’s. I've seen

- Nottingham Forest’s ground on
- TV and that looks impressive too.

The other thing I've noticed is

. the crowds. They are much

noisier here than in Holland and
at Sunderland it is especially
loud.”

Zoetebier completed his

- transfer to Sunderland in June
. after signing a contract which

takes him up te the turn of the

: century. A fee of £325,000 was
- needed to prise him from E.C.

Volendam with whom Edwin was

- voted the third best player in
- Holland last season.

The award was given by the

- Dutch National Press who decide
° on their awards on the basis of

the marks out of ten awarded to

: players on a match by match
- basis. In another poll carried out

“lam
greatly
looking
forward to
the day
when my
chance
comes 1o
play in the
league,”

HIT THE NET - www.sunderland-afe.c
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BEEN
THERE...DONE
THAT...

Ronaldo, Kluivert;
Romario, Bergkamp.
These are just some
of the World Class
strikers Edwin has
had to keep at bay
in his years in
Holland with FC
Volendam.

“They are all
brilliant strikers,”
says Edwin who
when asked to pick
the one he rates the
most dangerous
reckons that:
“Ronaldo is probably
the top one that I've
played against but
at this moment
Bergkamp is playing
incredibly and this
augurs well for our
chances at the
World Cup.”

WHAT AN
AUTOGRAPH!

If you ask Edwin for
his full autograph be
prepared for a long
wait

He must have the
longest name of
anyone in the club’s
history with his full
name being: Eduard
Andreas Dominicus
Hendrikus jozef
Zoetebier. So if you
ask for an autograph
have a double page
of your autograph
book at the ready!

Come to that if
the fashion was to

i) . The

layer s

put the full name of
players on the back
of shirts you'd
probably have to
have Edwin’s printed
down both sleeves
as well as on the
back !

“It's normal to be
given two or three
names-in Holland
but to have five is a
bit spedial” admits
Zoetebier who says:
“Just call me Edwin”

COACHING

While in Holland
Edwin enjoyed
giving goalkeeping
coaching to AFC 34
wha are an amateur
club and Kras boys
who play indoor
football.

“AFC 34 are
champions of their
league and | took
satisfaction from
putting a bit back
into the game,”
says Zoetebier.

BRONZE BOOT

Last month Edwin
returned to Holland
to collect the
prestigious award of
the Bronze Boot.
This was a special
event hosted by the
Dutch Daily
Telegraph to
recognise the top
three players playing
in Holland. Based on
national newspaper
marks out of ten for
performances Edwin
finished third.

WELCOMETO THE SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF LIGHT )

Winner of the
Golden Boot was
PSV Eindhoven’s
Dutch intemational
defender [aab Stam
while Ronald
Koeman won the
silver award.

FAMILY
FORTUNES

Edwin’s father-in-
law Deck de Boer is
the coach of his
former club FC
Volendam.

Edwin brought
the date of his
wedding forward so
that he could be
ready to report on

"~ time for pre-season

training at
Sunderland.

G'DAY
Footballers have to
be prepared to

shorts

on the same criteria by ‘Football
International Magazine” Edwin
came a very creditable fourth to
underline his credentials.

His efforts played a significant
role in securing FC Volendam’s
top flight status. In Holland the
side finishing bottom go down
while the next two have to Play
Off. Volendam were four points
from the danger zone in
finishing fifth from the bottom.

Leaving Volendam was a
wrench for Edwin but he'd
arguably gone as far as he
could with them and was ready
for a new challenge as he
moves towards what should be
the peak of his career.

Zoetebier had spent all of his
career in Volendam. After
playing for RKAV Volendam as
an amateur he’d progressed to
professional level with FC
Volendam. Coach Leo
Steegman gave him his debut
in December 1989 and he
enjoyed a perfect start by
keeping a clean sheet in a

travel these days
although flight shy
Dennis Bergkamp
wouldn’t have
fancied this trip.

As part of their
qualification
requirements for
the Barcelona
Olympics in 1992,
the Dutch Under 21
side including
Edwin had to travel
to Australia for a
match.

Whilespending
13 days in Oz was a
great experience it
was somewhat cruel
on the Dutch to go
so far for a fixture

only to fail to goalless draw with NEC
qualify on the away Nijmegen. )
goals rule! “It was a surprise when my

debut came,” remembers Edwin
who reels off the exact date of
14/12/89 as readily as if it was
his birthdate.

“In the week before the
game | didn’t
notice any injury to
our senior ‘keeper
so when | saw my
name on the team

sheet |1 thought
this is my
opportunity and |
was determined
to take it.”

Edwin became
the first choice,
displacing his
former trainer
Jaap Schilder. His

Holland drew 1-1
down under but
were eliminated
after being held 2-2
at home in Lhe

performances
soon earned him
national

acclaim.

Eight caps for
the Under 21
side in the
qualifying
tournament for

R R R R



the 1992 Barcelona Olympics
are understandably highly
prized, “Every appearance was
a highlight of my career”
beams Zoetebier. “To be
picked for your

country is an

honour -

especially when

-

for a small club
as | was.” .

Throughout SU‘.F\
the nineties he has L
kept goal with distinction
for Volendam. Last year he
played in all but one of their 34
league fixtures missing a single
game through a rib injury.
Having never won a major
honour it was a remarkable
achievement for Volendam to
reach the final of the Dutch
Cup in 1995.

Former European Cup
winners Feyenoord provided
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the opposition but Volendam
fought hard. With the score at
1-1 after 75 minutes Edwin had
to go off after being injured and
Feyenoord went on to take the

“We played really well in
the final and were the

got injured” says
Edwin.
Along with his
Olympic gualifying
games for the Dutch
Under 21 side, Edwin
rates the Dutch Cup Final as the
biggest game he has been
involved in. However like all
ambitious players he is keen to
look forward rather than back
and says. “These were very big
games but hopefully I'll be able
to play in even bigger ones in
England.”

As and when Edwin does get
the call to make his bow at the
Stadium of Light watch out for
his excellent distribution. Peter

cup thanks to a late winner.

stronger team before |

Schmeichel is renowned for his

ability to begin an attack with a
predigious throw and Zoetebier
has a similar ability.

“Throwing the ball out is
increasingly important,” reasons
Edwin. “Now that a goalkeeper
can only hold on to the ball for
a maximum of six seconds he
has to make a quick decision.
Once | get hold of the ball there
is not really the time for players
to move into advanced positions
before | have to release it.
However everyone is reachable
with a throw and so | can look
to find them.”

Regular reserve team
spectators recognise that just
like last year when Lione! Perez
was suddenly needed we have a
talented goalkeeper at the ready.
Whenever Zoetebier’s chance
comes he seems sure to give
Peter Reid a selection headache -
but that is the kind of situation
that managers know is likely to
bring the best out of players.

PAGE
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“To be
picked for
your
country 1s
an honour -
especially
when you
are playing
for a small
olub as |

”

Was.
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Visitors...
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windon Town

PROGRESS The £33(_l,000 newcomer contributed three gq?ais
to put Swindon among the early front-runners in
Chris Hay scored his ﬁ':’t goal of ﬂ“_* August, but possibly his most important impact
season as a substitute for Celtic was in repairing the damage of a shock 6-0
in the UEFA Cup. His ninth mauling by Manchester City in September.
took Swindon Town if the Wiltshire club were to hold
into second place in genuine prospects of a return to the
the First Division. Premiership, they needed to
The 74-day recoer quickly from a sobering
cycle - from experience at Maine Road. And
understudy in their response could not have been
Scotland to better.
promotion-chasing Hay scored his first hat-trick in
striker in England - England against Port Vale and added a
’dmnﬁefj the 23-year-old double in another win against Bury. After
Glaswegian as one of the slipping back to sixth, Swindon bounded
bargain signings of the new forward to move within one point of the leaders,
Campaign. albeit with one more game played.

A lona and distinauished L and 75 with Aston Villa after a
|n chapge ong .l y BH[III‘E £300,000 transfer.

gareer - which was extended with a The move to the highest level
STM McMAHON 808th appearance in August - has of the domestic game came in

: September 1985 when Kenny
spanned 17 years since Steve McMahon Dalgish took him to Liverpoo

made his debut at Roker Park onthe  for £375,000. In that season, he

first day of the 1380-81 season. was a member of double-
winning side, ironically at the
Though nurtured expense of double runners-up
, from his Everton, but he missed the Cup
~ " schooldays by Final.
\ Everton, it was In all, he won three
with Liverpool ~ Championships with Liverpool
that he wasto and an FA Cup medal, also
become one of  against Everton, in 1989. His 17
the outstanding full caps for England involved
midfield players of three appearances in Bobby
his generation. Robson’s side at the 1990 Worid
Before finding Cup in Italy.
his way from On Christmas Eve 1991, he
Goodison Park moved to Manchester City for
to Anfield, he £900,000 and stayed at Maine
77 won half-a- Road for almost three years until
' dozen England  becoming manager at Swindon
Under-21 caps  in November 1994. Relegation
and played in that season was followed by a
100 League Division Two title in his first full
games for Everton year.
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L VISITORS SPOTLIGHT J

To be in this position after i e SReE SR R
being quoted at 50-1 for the title S = L y '
in August is no mean
achievement. To have done it on
the back of an horrendous finish
to last season is testimony to the
resilience of player-manager Steve
McMahon.

They were dark days as
Swindon nosedived from the
fringe of the play-off race to 19th
place while taking five points
from the last ten games. They
scored only two goals and
conceded 24.

Surprise is not a word Mr
McMahon would choose to
explain the transformation after
the summer break. Belief in
himself and his players would be
a more accurate description.

“If 1 was surprised then |
wouldn’t be doing my job
properly,” he said as the Robins
kept clean sheets in draws at
home to Nottingham Forest and
at West Brom.

Good results were maintained
despite a lengthy injury list which
contained five players who had B fon = == ——— S R W
started the season. It all totted up S e =1l =1 1
to a handsome return of 21 = = S D s e e e '
points from 11 games - and this is
three more than Glenn Hoddle’s
team accumulated at a similar

B mr e a sy o s S ' | (H[I”!HEHEI-.'.“.'.‘v.tsumier!anﬂ'—al’e.sr_um—H!TTHEHET




VISITORS SPOTLIGHT

SWINDON TOWN ROLL CALL

(1997-98 appearances for Nationwide League Division One & Coca-Cola Cup)

Player

Wayne Allison
Brian Borrows
Darren Bullock
Chris Casper
Lee Caollins
Steve Cowe
Philippe Cuervo
lan Culverhouse
frederic Darras
Fraser Digby
jason Drysdale
Gary Elkins
Steve Finney
Chris Hay

Ty Gooden
Scott Leilch
Alan McDonald
Steve McMahon
Mark Rebinsen
Mark Seagraves
Alex Smith
Frank Talia
Craig Taylor
Mark Walters
Kevin Walson

Birthplace
Huddersfield
Liverpool
Worcester
Bumley
Belishill
Gloucester
Ris-Orangis
Bishop's Stortford
Calais
Sheffisld
Bristol
Wallingford
Hexham
Glasgow
Canvey Island
Motherwell
Belfast
Liverpool
Rochdale
Boolle
Liverpool
Melboume
Plymouth
Birmingham
Hackney

Birthdate
16.10.68
20.12.60
12.2.69
28.4.75
3.2.74
25674
13.8.69
22.2.64
19.8.66
23.4.67
17.11.70
4.5.66
31.10.73
28.8.74
231072
6.10.69
12.10.63
20.8.61
21.11.68
22.10.66
15.2.76
20772
24.1.74
2.6.64
3.1.74

(Up te and incduding Saturday 11th Octaber)

signed this year from non-
League Dorchester for
£25,000.

Previous Club Apps
Bristel Gity 13
Coventry Gity (lcan) 6
Huddersfield Town 5(4)
Manchester Utd (loan)4(1)
Albion Rovers 1(1)
Aston Vilia 2(2)
Sochaux 8
Norwich City -
Bastia 11(1)
Manchester United 12
Newcastie United 9(2)
Wimbledon =
Manchester Gty 1(3)
Celtic 10(1)
Wycombe Wanderers 13
Hearts 10
QPR 13
Manchester Gity

Newcastle Unitad

Bolton Wanderers

Everton

Blackburn Rovers
Dorchester Town
Southampton

Tottenham Hotspur

after beginning as an apprentice
with Everton.
They were supported by 1995-

There was a similar
picture in midfield,
where the “know-
how" was
provided by the
former England
winger, Mark Walters,
and Brian Borrows, on
loan from Coventry
City some 20 years

SNationw ide

96 promotion winner Ty Gooden,
now re-establishing himself on the
left after injury troubles last
season, and two of Steve
McMahon's signings.

Scott Leitch, snapped up for
£15,000, played in nearly 150
Scottish League games for
Dunfermline and Hearts, while
Kevin Watson had a few outings

FRASER p
DIGBY
Played aginst
the lads in the
play-off final at
Wembley

in the Premiership after starting
on Tottenham’s YTS staff.

Swindon have every reasen to
be pleased with their strikers.
Wayne Allison has been top
marksman for two seasons since
leaving Bristol City for £475,000
and his new partnership with
Chris Hay was an instant success.

For the new arrival from
Scotland, there is much
satisfaction in competing at the
top of the First Division
scorecharts with Pierre van
Hooijdonk.

Nottingham Forest’s Dutchman
as well as Sheffield Wednesday's
Paolo di Canio were among
several foreign stars who kept Hay
in the shadows at Celtic.

Injuries removed three senior
defenders. lan Culverhouse, a
£250,000 capture from Norwich
nearly three years ago, was
absent from the start, and later
joined in the treatment room by
club captain Mark Seagraves, a
League Cup finalist with Bolton in
1995, and Mark Robinson, a
record buy at the time of his
£600,000 move from Newcastle
in July 1994,

Two Frenchmen were in the
side during the early weeks of the
season. Frederic Darras, a
championship winner with
Auxerre, arrived in 1996 from
Bastia and Sochaux midfielder
Philippe Cuervo signed a three-
year contract this year after
impressing in a trial period.

Left back Jasen Drysdale, who
cost £340,000 from Newcastle in
March 1995, has featured
prominently, and there were
frequent calls on Darren Bullock,
a £400,000 newcomer from
Huddersfield earlier this year.

Midfielder Alex Smith, forward
Steve Cowe and striker Steve
Finney have big-club
backgrounds, with Everton, Aston

* Villa and Manchester City

respectively, and England Under-
21 defender Chris Casper was
brought in on loan from
Manchester United.

The more experienced Gary
Elkins also has a Premiership
pedigree with more than 100
appearances for Wimbledon.

S R R R R R R




Snap Shots...

M A record fee of
£1.5m was received
from Manchester City
in January for Kevin
Horlock, a Northemn
Ireland midfielder
signed on a “free”
from West Ham in
1992,

B Peter Thorne, scorer
of a hat-trick against
Huddersfield last
QOctober, moved to
Stoke City for
£350,000 with

further £200,000 due
in appearance
instalments.

B Former champion
jockey Willie Carson

BRIAN BORROWS
On loan from
Coventry City

became a club
director earlier this
year.

B Chris Hay's uncle is
ex-Scotland
international David
Hay, a former manager
at Celtic and also
assistant manager a
Swindon in their
Premiership campaign.
B Mark Walters won
championship medals
on both sides of the
border, with Rangers
and Liverpool.

& lan Culverhouse
unluckily set a record
for the quickest
sending-off in an FA

Cup-tie when
conceding a penality
after 52 seconds
against Everton last
season.

B Former Bury
manager Mike Walsh
left Unibond League
club Barrow last
October to become
first-team coach at
Swindon.

B Wayne Allison scored
his 100th League goal
on the opening day of
the season. The century
was reached with 23
for Halifax Town, 48
with Bristol City and 29
for Swindon.
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SATURDAY 22 APRIL 1995.
DIVISION ONE

Attendance: 8734

Martin Smith’s 43rd minute low drive
virtually assured Sunderland'’s First Division
status and pushed Swindon through the
relegaticn trap door. It was a six pointer for
the Wiltshire outfit, five points adrift of The
Lads, and one piace below in the league
charts at kick-off time.

A dour game|largely fought out in
midfield with minimal goalmouth action.
Brett Angell hil the post early on and near
the end Digby denied the same player with
a finger tip save| His celestial colleagues
were not on Brett’s side during a ten game
Roker career that brought no goals.
Sunderland were without the suspended
Kevin Ball and then lost Ordy on 22
minutes. Anthony Smith in his last
Sunderland first team appearance was a
more than able depuly.

Swindon hadl|little to offer up front and
apart from the gccasional long range effort
from spritely Ty Gooden, home keeper
Tony Norman had a quiet aftemoon.

Definitely a case of the result being more
important then the football.

By Y m mm
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BORO TAKE SHINE
OUT OF THE LIGHT

The Stadium of Light's first ‘derby’ match ended
in disappointment as the points headed towards
Teesside.

Yet, by the way the lads started, it looked like we were
on for a win. Martin Smith had a goal disallowed and
shots flew in from all angles before first Emerson then
Robbie Mustoe put Boro two up.

Kevin Ball grabbed his first goal at the new stadium late
on, but by then it was too late.




FA Premier Youth League Fixtures
SEASON 1997/98

{Home fistures appear as bold)

September

13 Wamnbledon

20 WEST HAM UNITED
27 Tottenham Hotspur
October

4 CRYSTAL PALACE
18 - Bamsley

25 SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY
November

1 Coventry City

3 MIDDLESBROUGH
22 - teeds United

7% NOTTINGHAM FOREST
December

& Derby County

13 BARNSLEY

January 1998

17 - Shefiield Wednesday
31 COVENTRY CITY
February

14 Middiesbrough

28  LEEDS UNITED
March

7. Nottingham Forest
14 DERBY COUNTY

21  CHELSEA

28 Queens Park Rangers
April

4 Arsenal
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Northern Intermediate League
SEASON 1997/98

(Home Fixtures appear os bold)

Avgust

bl Bamnsley

16 DARLINGTON

23 CHESTERFIELD

3 HARTLEPOOL
September

5 Newcastle United NIL Cup

20 HULL CTY

27 - Huddersfield Town
October :

4 MIDDLESBROUGH

11

18 -Leeds United

25 ROTHERHAM UNITED
November

1 Newcastle United

8 SCUNTHORPE UNITED
15 Scarborough

22  SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY

February

7 Hull Gity

14 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN
21  Middlesbrough

28 LEEDS UNITED

March

7 Rotherham United

<~
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WELCOMETO THE SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF LIGHT | l)'

WED SEPT 24TH,
PLAYED AT LEIGH.

SUNDERLAND YOUTHS -~ 6
(RYSTAL PALACE YOUTHS 2

B FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE

CHARLIE HURLEY CENTRE,
4TH OCTOBER

Last season’s FA
Youth Cup finalists
were comprehen-
sively beaten by an
emphatic
performance by
Sunderiand who
continued to
impress in the
newly formed FA
Premier Youth
League.

Two goals from
Michael Proctor added
to strikes from Paul
Beavers, Kris Lamb;
Matthew Pitts and
David Dukes were our
reward on a day when
our shots found the
back of the net with
ease.

“We played really
well” said a delighted
Ricky Sbragia.”
“Everything we hit in
the first half went in

and we were very
solid defensively with
Mark Maley managing
an amazing clearance
off the line. | still
don’t know how he
did it!”

Director of Youth,
Pop Robson was
equally happy, “It was
one of our best
performances. We
passed the ball really
well and took the
chances we created.
On top of that we
defended well as a
team against good
opposition. In the
second half we carried
on the good work
although we got a bit
sloppy towards the
end when they got
two back but it was a
tremendous result.

TEAM: Zoetebier,
Dickman, Heckingbottom,
Rae, Holloway,
Craddock, Agnew,
Byme (Dukes 80m),

Bridges, Russell and
Aiston. Unused subs:
Lumsden and
Heiselberg.

Q!o_--to-ltvi-.oa'o'ooia'o--oi-c.---..—--o-,




MATTHEW
PITTS

SUNDERLAND RESERVES 1
GRIMSBY TOWH RESERVES 1

NEW FERENS PARK
OCT 6TH

League leaders
Grimsby Town
became the first
visiting side to deny
the reserves
maximum points
from a home
fixture.

in an always
entertaining game, our
second string strove for
a winner which wasn’t
forthcoming.

Former Hartlepool
winger Nicky Southall
gave The Mariners the
lead ten minutes
before the break after a
catalogue of near
misses for the home
side. Agnew, Bridges,
Russell and Byrne had
all threatened in the
early stages during
which Sam Aiston
impressed with four
surging runs.

With Darren Holloway
a tower of strength at

the back we never
stopped working and
the equaliser eventually
arrived in the 71st
minute. Stand in
referee Mr. B.
Middleton
inadvertently began
the move by
accidentally deflecting
a Grimsby pass into the
path of Steve Agnew

who wasted no time in * §

sliding it through to
Alex Rae who neatly
tucked the chance
away.

There was a yellow
card late on for
Michael Bridges who
angrily threw the ball
at Sunderland born
Kevin Jobling who was
also cautioned for the
initial foul.

The point lifted us
into third place, a point |
behind the leaders.

TEAM: Zoctebier,

Pickman, Heckingbottom,

Rae, Holloway, Craddock;
Agnew, Byme (Dukes

BOm), Bridges, Russell and

Alston. Unused subs:
Lumsden and Heiselberg.
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RESERVE & YOUTH

Paul Beavers *

Youth Profile by Rob Mason

Striker Paul Beavers continues to
find the net on a regular basis.Top
scorer for the Youths last season with
28 goals he is hack on the goals Irail.

His brace earned victory in the FA
Premier Youth League at Spurs
recently and he followed this up
with another goal in the rout of
Crystal Palace.

Coach Ricky Sbragia is pleased
with Beavers’ progress: “| think
Paul would admit himsell that he
started slowly this term.
Sometimes it does take a while to
settle to your game afler
becoming a young professional.
It’s a big step from being on a YTS
to a professional and sometimes
players need time to adjust.

“However since the Tottenham
game he’s been back to the Paul
Beavers we know. He's found
good positions and has worked
hard at his game which he’s now
seeing the benefits of. He was a
real threat at Tottenham through
his effort and good movement off
the ball.”

Paul tumed 19 at the beginning
of this month and is operating on
a one year contract. Obviously he
has to do enough to convince the
management team that he is
worth keeping on after this season
and there’ll be no lack of
commitment from Paul who is the
sort of lad you want to do well as
he is such a good ambassador for
the club.

The Blackpool born teenager
has spent his teenage years in
Ashinglon. He played for
Ashington High School and
represented East
Northumberland Boys from
under 13 to under 15 level and
the played for the full
Northumberland Bays at under
15 standard.

Middlesbrough, Newcastle
and Leicester were interested
in him but he chose to come

PAUL BEAVERS b

to Sunderiand at under 16 level,
He broke into the Northern
Intermediate league side CONSE
as a 16 year old, ==
playing against
‘Boro three 2
years ago.
Forest and
Oldham
were to
express an
interest too but
by the time
they moved in he was
committed to Sunderland.
A player with the ideal physique
for a traditional centre forward,
Beavers once smashed home nine
goals in a Sunday League game in
Ashington and lists Mark Hughes
as one of his favourite forwards.
Paul is now pushing towards a
place in the reserves for whom he
has already played as a substitute
this season bul he is enjoying his
football in the Premier Youth
League. It will be a surprise if
Beavers isn't in the side to play
Sheffield wednesday at Whitbum
next Salurday so if you aren’t
following the Lads to stoke why
not go over and give the youths
your encouragement?

SUNDE




IN THE COMMUNITY

Good evening, and
tonight we would
like to welcome
gveryone to the
Stadium of Light for
our match against
Swindon, especially Sunderland AFC would like to offer
ti]e lcal schoo a warm welcome to 3,000 local
cildren who KaVe gy cidren who have heen
e given the given the opportunity to attend
:Ifigﬂl:imm;,mteofi:z -today's match free of charge.
of t:ghﬂrge. The Club have generously

provided the

opportunity for
local children to

come along

and witness

a home
match in
the

==
ONSECIATIO EXCELGE N
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Local School Children
Visit Stadium of Light

magnificent Stadium of Light

. as part of an initiative that

also includes the home game

. against Charlton. Altogether

6,000 children will have

* been given a special treat
- over these two games and

been able to come to our
new all seater stadium to

° help support their local

- team. No doubt we will all
- be able to hear the noise

- these eager youngsters will
- generate and hope they all
: enjoy their special day

- helping to roar the Lads on
. to victory.

50/50 Lottery

Pictured with Assistant
Community Officer Wayne
Walls is Mr Tommy
Johnsten from Sunderland,
lucky winner of over £1000

from the Sunderland v
Middlesbrough Football in
the Community 50/50
Lottery.

The Football in the Community 50/50 Lottery operates every home match
(Cup games included) and for only £1 per ticket you could win up to £2000.
Look our for our ticket sellers stationed around the stadium!

WELCOME TO THE SUNDERLAND STADIUN OF LIGHT cenenes amasimuasansassesssbenen v esassevesueuraesuad vk SRRSO SRS -

Saturday (lubs

Our successful Saturday
morning coaching
sessions are continuing
to thrive with children
regularly attending our
three current venues...

@ Monkwearmouth
Comprehensive,
@ Southmoor
Comprehensive
both in Sunderland and
@ Brinkburn
Comprehensive
in South Shields

every Saturday morning.
Children train in their own
age groups enjoying fun
and games supervised by
our Community Staff.

un M 6-A-Side
(ommunity Leagues

We are now nearing the end of our
first two Sun FM B-A-Side
Community Leagues.

Already the leagues are proving a
great success with 12 teams
competing in two separate
leagues. There have been some
excellent games and both
leagues are being closely
contested.

Two new divisions are starting
very soon - if anyone would like
to enter a team, ring us now to
register your team!



Pictured are some of the
requlars who currently attend
the Saturday Club coaching
sessions at Southmoor
Comprehensive in Sunderiand.

Matchday

Specials

As well as our Saturday
morning coaching we also
provide the opportunity for
children to attend home games
fully supervised by our
Community Staff.

For more information
regarding our Saturday
Clubs or Matchday Specials
ring 01921 5515191.

I hope you all enjoy the game
today and let us hear you all
cheer the lads to victory!

. courses were enjoyed by
: you wish to join in the

- or for more information

New Saturday
(lub Venues

: The success of our first three

- venues should hopefully see four
° new venues for our Saturday

: morning coaching sessions.

. Sessions will hopefully be starting
- in Washington, Peterlee, Seaham
: and Durham on 1st November.

; Evening (oaching Courses

Our evening coaching courses
are scheduled to commence in
Novemnber in Sunderland,
Washington, Durham, Seaham
and other venues in the region.
ALl of these courses will be
indoors and each session of
coaching, fun and games lasts
one hour.

Our last set of evening

almost 300 children so it

fun to book your place

HOW RACISM
THE RED CARD.

Niall Quinn represented the
club at the launch of a video
produced by the “Show Racism
the Red Card”campaign last
week.

The event was held at
Middlesbrough’s Riverside
Stadium with Viv Anderson
and Curtis Fleming in
atlendance.

The message was that if someone is being
racist we need to let them know that we don't
want to hear it or see it.

Belmont Comprehensive school from
Durham sent three of its football captains to
the launch with P.E. teacher Mr Tony
Derbyshire. Paul Harbisher of Year 7
accompanied Year 9 captain Gavin Maughan
and Year eleven skipper Steven Foster.

Keen Sunderland fan Steven helped his side
to their league fitle last season and said: “I
thought that the campaign got the message
across very well. The video used past and
present footballers to'tell you about their racist
experiences and how other people helped
them to fight the racist comments and abuse. |
hope that more publicity will help stamp out
racism not only in football but in society as a
whole.”

All at Sunderland completely agree with you
Steven. Racist behaviour is not welcome at any
time.

B Niall Quinn

Join us at the

CABLE &

: telephone 0191 WlRELESS

. 5515191.

BOb OatES(ommumty Officer Stadmm Of “g

COMMUNITY HOTLINE

0191 5515191
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al packa
ponso
Cable and Wireless, just ringn:geby

Commum‘ty Hotline,
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CLUB NEWS

AT THE SIGN OF '* W| 33
THE BLACK CAT *

Sunderland Supporters, Association 1 MEH AY

continues to exist for the purpose of Je
sge . Sunderfand songs are wanted by

pl‘ﬁ\ﬂﬂmg baskmg for The Lads. - A.C. Bagshaw of llkeston who is >

hoping to publish a collection  coNsEC

New members are always welcome -
of soccer songs. If you

and tonight we feature the Wingate ' e e :
S have a contribution 2 =
Branch. If you live in the Wingate area S5

and are interested in joining then g;ea;fa:n}féo ;{; E
please contact: g i

.. 56, llkeston, DE7 . ;
Mr. M. Devine, < 4ZP including an l I

12, Front Street, z:vtEh: }'?:t w;nr:
Trimdon Colliery, YEMNG YEWIIING.

SUNDER

Co. Durham. : . .

Tel. 01429 880039. poetry N Monon

The HQ of the SAFCSA can be . Peter Reid recently received a letter
contacted at 1-2 Monk Street, X from Shaun Armstrong of
Monkwearmouth, Sunderland, SR6 Hartlepool who had had the

0DB. Tel 0191 5670067. . following poem published in The
. Hartlepool Mail.

“Come On You Reds.”

’_:f—f ' | | s e E Rere comes the new season and we'll just wait and see
! } l‘ . A g I First Division Champions Sunderland can be
1S = Gos [l be there sheuting as loud as | ean:

I guess you can say I'm their Number 1 fan

Framwellgate Moor Comprehensive School Brass - Rl L bt e bk

. . : But I'd settle for just winniag the FA Gup.
Band from Durham enjoyed a trip to the United | = " We all know the Premier League is the piace 10 be
States in August. Rachel Harris (Igﬂ) isa Ilillli] 8 ST Burt to it the cup would ceriamly do me

: P : = 2 It daes cost some meney to go 10 se& my team
and band member while Anthony Brown (middle) ' But when we da win you shoald s2¢ me beam
is the school caretaker and plays with the band. : s victary makes me fesl ever 5o glai

Yes | must admit that ['m Sunderiand mad.
8 So come on you reds and give it 290

Thanks to Rita Brown who sent us )  Just keep om trying and you'l erer know.
photograph wt_\ich was tgken after a L We could go straight back up again next year,
tour of the White House in nh er. & But even if we don't Il still atways be thers.

Washington D.C. The band also played
in Durham, North Carolina and Boone. =
If you have any photographs of you
showing the stripes on holiday or if
you have any photo’s of the new
home of former bits of Roker Park then
send them to:

@ Rob Mason
The Red "N’ White Review,

Editm’li Sunderland AFC, Sunderland
2 Stadium of Light, Sunderland.
Mailbox srs 1su.

We'll do our best to include
them for you.

A R R ey
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“At Roker a small
box contained
eight chairs with
aTV and hostess
service hut
Executive Box
Holders at the
Stadium of Light
now benefit from
unparalleled
facilities. "

The Restaurant and banqueting
facilities at the Sunderland Stadium
of Light are going from strength to
strength. '

With the Sports Bar and
Executive Club already sold out
for the season the people of
Wearside are demonstrating their
appreciation of the facilities on
offer at the country's biggest and
best purpose built new football
arena.

(ARVERY

An excellent way of
sampling what is available is
to take advantage of the
club’s superb new carvery.

A choice of two meats, a
casserole or a vegetarian option
in the Matchday Restaurant
which overlooks the river is an
ideal way to extend matchday
into even more of a social

occasion.

B THE HARD CeLU!
Chairman Bob Murray opens the one area of
the stadium he hopes no supporter ever visits!

WELCOME TO THE SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF LIGHT

Fat Football

(AR N ENEENEEEEEEREENENENEREEEENREEEREERNERENENSENEENRNERSEHNHE N

Private bar facilities are
available as is hostess service
and post match refreshments.
When it's time for the match
you will be given an escorted
transfer to your Sponsors
Executive seats.

You can enjoy a visit to the
Carvery on a match by match
basis so if you are interested
contact Christine on 0191
5515090 or Jill on 01921
5515093.

IN THE BOX

One of the most noticeable
differences between The
Stadium of Light and the

- facilities at Roker Park can

be seen when you take a
look inside the Executive
Boxes.

At Roker a2 small box contained
eight chairs with a TV and hostess
service but Executive Box Holders

- at the Stadium of Light now

benefit from unparalleled facilities.

Boxes are available for ten,
twelvE or twenty five guests.

Each private box is self contained
and each box has a balcony with
the same number of seats outside
for unrivalled viewing of the
match.

Every box contains a full size
dining table and have a minibar.
In addition to this boxes have Sky
TV as well as a telephone and fax
machine.

New

Anyane thinking of causing trouble
at The Stadium of Light should
think again.

A new custody suite has
opened which will be used by
Northumbria Police officers
patrolling home matches.

~ The suite comprises five
cells, a holding area, interview
room and reception area.
Instead of having to take
individuals causing trouble to
Southwick or Gillbridge police
stations they can be detained
and processed without leaving
the ground. This will save
officers valuable time and
allow them to deal with
anyene arrested quicker and
more effectively.

The suite will house the

latest technology found in
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Custody Suite

Ope”

police custedy suites including
the PICDAR photegraphic
system which is linked into
existing intelligence databases.
It adds to the 30 CCTV
cameras monitored by the
control room at the ground.

Superintendent for
Sunderland City Area
Command, Graham Pears
welcomes the new facilities.
“We have worked closely with
the club te ensure the custody
suite meets our needs
effectively”, he said.
“Fortunately trouble at
Sunderland matches is
relatively lew key. During the
1996/97 season we made a
total of 252 arrests and the
vast majority of fans attend
matches in the true spirit of
the game, to enjoy the football
and not to cause trouble.
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“We will continue to police
matches in the new stadium in
a friendly and good spirited
manner.”

Chairman Bob Murray
echoed the views of
Superintendent Pears. “We
value our relationship with
Northumbria Police and are
very grateful for all their advice
and assistance,” he said. “The
new custody suite will be a
great asset for both
organisations and will further
strengthen our partnership.

"The suite which was
purpose built and funded

CLUB NEWS

Box holders alse have the
option of using their own Box
Holders bar which is situated
between the Sports Bar and the
Banqueting Suite.

A hostess service is available
throughout the day and reserved

car parking is alsa provided.

Many Box Holders have been
so impressed by the facilities
that they are using their
boxes on non matchdays
too. It’s quite usual for
companies to hold business
meetings during the week at
the stadium.

Boxes cost between £17,000
and £30,000 per year and are
also available on a match by
match basis at a cost of £100 per
head plus VAT. This includes a
hot fork buffet for your guests,
bar and hostess facilities and
wailress service,

if you would like further
information please ring
Christine on 0191 5515090
or Jifl on 0191 5515093,

jointly by
Northumbria
Police Authority
and Sunderland
AFC is an
excellent facility and one that
could not have even been
contemplated at Roker Park.
“The Club are very proud of
its magnificent supporters and
confident that there will be very
little trouble at the stadium.“
Chairman of Northumbria
Palice Authority, Councillor
George Gill said, “This is a
beautiful stadium and it has
been a challenge to produce a
custody suile in keeping with
the high quality of the rest of
the ground. But we've done
that and | am confident that
this new facility will lead to real
improvements in policing both
inside and outside the ground.”

<4 EXECUTIVE
FACILITIES
The Stadium
of Light's
boxes are
second to
none.

“The vast
majority of
fans attend
matches in the
true spirit of
the game, to
enjoy the
foothall and
not to cause
trouble.”
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Kit Sponsorship

i 1997/98 season

PLAYER SPONSOR
KEVIN BALL SUNDERLAND CITY TEC
MICHAEL BRIDGES SUE MURRAY
LEE CLARK PAUL GERRY
MICHAEL GRAY PAUL GERRY
CHRIS MAKIN SUPERIOR PLATING
ANDY MELVILLE MRS WIGHT
RICHARD ORD ALEXANDER PLUMBING
LIONEL PEREZ PAT DIXON
KEVIN PHILLIPS IAN PHILLIPS ELECTRICAL SERVICES
NIALL QUINN SARAH & RUTH FICKLING
ALEX RAE MAILCOM
PETER REID SUPERIOR PLATING
CRAIG RUSSELL METALCRAFT
RICKY SBRAGIA ELLIOTT GROUP
MARTIN SCOTT SUPERIOR PLATING

MARTIN SMITH GEMINI WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES LTD.

DARREN WILLIAMS ELLIOTT GROUP

ClubCall | [y, 1y facli,ust The filion v

Sunderland AFC v
0891 121140

News, Updates and Match Commentaries




CLUB NEWS

TOP TRAVELLERS

Some of the last visitors to Roker
Park were a group of the most
dedicated followers of the Lads,

For last summer manager Peter
Reid hosted a lunch for the ten
supporters who had travelled the
most with the official Sunderland
Travel Club during last season’s
Premiership campaign.

The away-day winners are
pictured here trying out the old
home team dug-out, shortly
before the bulldozers moved in.

His Royal Highness The
Duke of York to open
Sunderfand Stadium of Light

Buckingham Palace have
announced that His Royal
Highness The Duke of York will
officially open The Sunderland

Stadium of Light on Monday
10th November.

Commenting on the
announcement chairman Bob Murray
said. “We are greatly honoured that
His Royal Highness The Duke of York
has graciously agreed fo officially
epen the stadium.

“The Royai opening of the
Sunderiand Stadium of Light
undoubtediy reflects the importance
of the Club and the regeneration of
Wearside. The stadium is a
tremendous asset to the region and is
the heartbeat of the City and its

people.

Thie Marquis of Londonderry
officially opened Roker Park on the
10th September 1898. The visit by His
Royal Highness The Duke of York
almost a century later will be a symbol
of civic pride for the next millennium.

FFEFFSESIESEISssEESEsEEEESERERSERRRERRS

As the finishing touches are applied
to the Sunderland Stadium of Light
it should be noted that Roker Park
is now almost completely gone.The
bulldozers have done their work and
the site is nearing readiness for
Wimpey Homes to begin building the
houses which will soon stand on
space previously reserved for idols.

 Hoker Almost Gione

Looking at the site now it is
staggering Lo see just how big
the overall area is. Last week only
a small section of the outer wall
of the Main Stand (towards the
Roker End ) still stood. A steady
stream of trucks were carrying
away what was once precious,
while chunks of the unique red
and white Archibald Leitch
latticework stood forlomnly inside
the perimeter security fence
awaiting removal.

During the building of the
new stadium there were
invariably people watching the
construction. Not once did | visit
the site and
find that |
was alone,
even when |
came around
midnight on v e
the way : :
home from a (o V- TRTIZ
night out. A ‘ ; <
similar
phenomenon
has occurred at
Roker Park. I've
been to Roker
at least once a
week since
demolition
began - old
habits die hard -
and whenever
I've visited,
there have been
sad supporters
paying their last
respects.

¢ visited Roker Park recently to just
: stand and stare there are many

: others who have not been able

: to face going. There are even

: those who now go out of 2
: their way to avoid having g

i to pass the place st
! because they want to

remember Roker Park as it was

: now gone forever. It has at last

: happened. There’s no more

! “Countdown” of games listed at
the Roker End. The Farewell

i night and the auction have

i passed inta history toa. All that's
: left now is memories and as we
all grow clder and Roker Park

: becomes a distant memory, what
. we'll remember more than

: anything is its sound.

i made Roker famous. However

i that hasn't been demolished and
! it’s now up to everyone with red
and white blood to ensure that

: The Stadium of Light also

: becomes known as The Stadium

: of Sound.

By Rob Mason | O

While some people have

In all reality Roker Park is

“The Roker Roar” was what

THEN
& NOW._.
Once a Mecca
to thousands,

]

- o 2 Roker Park 15
- Ei r:'-_. 3 now 3 pile of
rubble
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And Blue, and Green, and Silver...

ARMY

Come and see a whole army of cars - the huge Toyota
range at Minories of Sunderland - what a team!

@O TOYOTA

“The very best in

Customer Care

for Sales and
Service.”

John Anderson CBE

Newcastle Road, Sunderland

Tel: 0191-549 1277

Mercedes-Benz

MINORIES WESSINGTON WA Y. SUNDERLAND

TEL (0191) 516 0303
A MEMBER OF THE APPLEYARD GROUP

& § B
i

ON'T WIISSBTHE 'SPORIS
Onisalefeveryiweekend,




Sunderland Stadium of Light Ticket Prices
All £15
All £15

North Stand
Metra FM Stand

West Stand Centre £19
Wings - Adult £17

Wings - Junior £15

Centre £19
Wings - Adult £17
Wings - Junior £15

McEwans Stand

C-ér-mcession Comers Adults £15
juniors £5
McDonald’s Family Enclosure  Adults I...l]
Juniors £5
Prem:er Cé-ﬁcourse Cenlre.izz .
Wings £21, £20
o 7

Normal ticket office hours:

Monday to Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday 9.30am - 1pm
Sunday Closed

Match Day - midweek 10am - 9.45pm
Match Day - weekend 9.30am - 5.45pm

Sunderfand AFC Ticket Office, Stadium Park, Sundertand $Ag 187
Telephone: 01891 551-51-51

Credit Card Tele-sales
Supporters are advised that Sunderland AFC now accepts telephone

credit card bookings seven days a week on 0191 551-51-51,

Monday to Friday 10.00am to 9.00pm
Saturday / Sunday 10.00am to 1.00pm

A booking fee of £1.50 per credit card transaction or £1.00 Switch card
transaction will be charged,

Ticketmaster

Alternatively, lickels can now be obtained for all home league games
Irom Ticketmaster, subject to booking lee, 24 hours a day, seven days
a week,

Telephone: 0990 862015

( GROUND PLAN

SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF UGHT

- tickets still
. remaining

. general
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NEWS DESK

Nationwide League Division One

STOKE CITY v SUNDERLAND
Saturday 26th October 1397

We have been allocated

. 3000 seats for this fixture,

with the possibility of a
further 2000 at a later date.
Prices are £14 for
adults and £8 for
concessions.
In the event of

these will be
available on

sale today,
subject to
availability.

Directions and parking -
Britannia Stadium
The only car parking at

. the Britannia Stadium for

both home and visiting
supporters is on the SOUTH
Car Park, with access from
the A5035 and not the A50

. - it is important to stress

this, as the Police will tum
people away who do not

- have passes for this area and
- this will add additional time

and mileage to your

* journey.

There is car parking on
the South Car Park at a cost
of £3 per car. Access is as
follows:- Mé Junction 15.
Take the AS00 to Stoke-on-
Trent then at the first exit,

. take the A34 to Stone and

then follow signs for
Trentham. At the next

- roundabout, turn left on to
: Trentham Road (A5035) and

carry on until you reach the
traffic signalised junction
which sits on the southern
entrance to Stanley

- Matthews Way.

BOX Office

Home & away ticket information

Nationwide League Division One

STOCKPORT CTY. v SUNDERLAND

Saturday 1st November 1337

We have been allocated
2482 seats for this fixture.

Prices are £12 for adults
and £5 for concessions.

In the event of tickets still
remaining these will be
available on general sale
today, subject to
availability.

Future Home
Matches
Tickets for the

following

matches can be
obtained direct from
the ticket office or by credit
card telephone booking.

Nationwide League Division One

SUNDERLAND v CHARLTON ATH.
Tuesday 4th November, Kick-off 745pm

Nationwide League Division One

SUNDERLAND v NOTT. FOREST
Saturday Bth November, Kick-off 3pm

Travel Club

STOKECITY FC v
SUNDERLAND AFC
Saturday 25th October
1997

Departure Times:
Newcastle 8.55am
Sunderiand 9.30am
Price £13

STOCKPORT COUNTY FC
v SUNDERLAND AFC
Saturday 1st November
1997

Departure Times
Newcastle 8.55am
Sunderiand 9.30am

Price £12

HIT THE NET - www_sunderland-afc.com - HIT THE NET
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i 4th - The papers had a field day
: with their variations on

: ‘Nightmare at Elm Park’

i headlines after our 4-0 defeat at
i Reading. It was our heaviest

i defeat in this division since Mick
: Buxton’s last game in charge

: and Peter Reid wasted no time

: in describing the performance

£ as: “Unacceptable.” |
Reading’s record signing Carl

Asaba did the damage with two
goals in the opening half hour
to fire up Reading who were
fresh from a 2-0 win at
: Portsmouth.
i Despite the fact that Elm Park
¢ had already staged lwo local
derbies, the travelling red and
: white army - encouraged by a
i pay on the gate invilation - gave
i Reading their highesl gate of the
: season. What a pity then that
i the travelling hordes had to
: witness such a heavy defeat Lo a
: side struggling at the fool of the
i table when just a month before
: we’'d seen the scoreline reversed
¢ away to Bradford who sat at the
: top af the table! Spare a
thought for Stephen Nixon who
i missed the birth of his baby
: daughter 1o follow the Lads.
{  However the line between
¢ success and failure is a thin one =
i about the five inch width of the
i waodwork on-this occasion.
i Twice before half time the frame
i of the goal prevented Darren

Darren b
- Williams
Sauw red at
Elm Park

Carl »
Asaba
Tio goals
in the
opening
half hour

WWELCOME TOTHE SUNDERLAND STADIUM OF LIGHT ) ..... g T o o IR
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Williams and John Mullin from
getting on the scoresheet,

The second half began with
the evidence of Peter Reid’s half
time talk there for all to see as
Sunderland; with Kevin Phillips
on as sub, piled on the pressurs
Wifhar"r brought a terrif

out of Steve Mautone
‘_.::._e;f:_.\ to get his fir
deflected goalbound ¢
minutes later.

However twa goals in four
minules around the hour mark
pul the game way beyond reach
especially when we were

reduced Lo ten
minules after La

men two

t four. Darren Williams being

the man to see red for a late

-x-

B

By the end of the game
'r.umjh Williams wasn’t the only
perscn seeing red. Many of the
fans obviously did while Peter
Reid was forceful in the criticism
he made of the performance.

At least we did get a

consolation “goal” of sorts.
Towards the end a fan leapt the
fence behind the goal, grabbed
the ball, slammed it into the net
and leapt back into the crowd.

"sign him up” was the inevitable
cry fram the Reading fans but
the “scorer” at least brought a
smile to a few faces behind the
goal - it was the only one of the
day.

Better news at least from the
youth team who continued their
fine start io life in the Premier
Youth League by beating
previously unbeaten Crystal
Palace 6-2.

6th - Alex Rae was our scorer in
a 1-1 Pontins League dr '
leaders Grimsby at New Feren
Park. Darren Hollowa
another assured perfo

showing why Carlisle were
prepared Lo pay a club recor
£400,000 to sign the player -m;,
gave a league debut to during
his loan spell with the
Cumbrians last month

9th - Former Evertonian Andy
King was appointed chief scout

on a temporary basis following

i the recent departure to Stoke o
i Alan Durban. King who has

! managed Mansfield was a

i Goodison team mate of Peter
! Reid.

: Bracewell (above) left the club
{ for the third time, joining

i Fulham for £75,000. Brace was
© keen to continue playing and

i after being an ever present in

i the Premiership last season

i chose to play a part in Fulham'’s
future.

: Pontins League game at West
i Brom was rearranged for

i Wednesday 22nd October due
: to Coca Cola Cup commitments.

sasasssssssEssmnan sessanssnsens Ssassssassdasnssinasdsensaan

NEXT HOME
LEAGUE MATCH

| (harlton Athletic

Chartton Athletic are one of the most setiled clubs at this
level.They are the third longest-serving members behind
Portsmouth and Wolves, and Alan Curbishley is third on
the managers' list behind Dario Gradi and John Rudge.

The continuity factor is such that they have
changed grounds more often than they have
altered the management structure in the 15 years
since Lennie Lawrence took the helm.

During his nine-year term of office, Chariton won
promotion along with Wimbledon and left The
Valley to play at Selhurst Park for all four
campaigns in the old First Division.

Mr Curbishley was appointed as joint-manager
with Steve Gritt in 1991 and their partnership
spanned a season at West Ham and the club’s long-
awaited retumn to The Valley.

The partnership was broken up in 1995, and in
Mr Curbishley’s first season in solo command,
Chariton finished sixth and qualified for the play-
offs. They were beaten at the semi-final stage by
local rivals Crystal Palace.

Last season was a difficult one. A bad start put
them in the bottom three in October, and while
results improved in the winter months, they were
only able to reach the safe ground between play-off
hopefuls and relegation contenders.

This season’s form has been more consistent, but
still a little frustrating for Mr Curbishley. After losing

at Middlesbrough on the opening day, a first
away point at Bury slotted in between home wins
against Oxford and Manchester Gity.
interest in the Coca-Cola Cup was quickly
terminated by Ipswich and League progress was
checked by a defeat at Wolves before theyr hit
their best spell so far.

Four games produced 13 goals but,
anncyingly, a 3-1 home defeat by Stockport
undid some of the good work in scoring four
times in each of the away wins at Norwich and
QPR.

Record signing Clive Mendonca (left)
registered a hat-trick at Carrow Road and then
scored two in a 4-1 home victory over
Bradford. Wales midfielder John Robinson also
bagged a double in the impressive
performance against QPR.

That put Chariton into the top six, though
they dropped a couple of places on a blank
week-end when Robinson was winning his
ninth cap in a World Cup match against
Belgium in Brussels.

HIT THE NET - www.sunderland-afe.com - HIT THE NET

10th -

Assistant

Manager Paul

13th - Wednesday's scheduled




Trust us to help
the game

The Football Trust has been providing support for the game at every
level throughout the UK for over 22 years. lts present priority task is to
help League clubs to complete the implementation of the Taylor Report
recommendations.

Thanks to the Government and to the Football Association, the FA
Premier League and ihe English Sports Council, 2 major new funding
package to secure the future of the Trust has been put in place.

These funds will be in addition to income derived from the football
pools companies Littlewoods, Vernons and Zetiers, and will enable the
Trust to complete its Taylor task, carry on its essential safety work and
continue to grant aid football at every level. The Government's
commitment to the Trust has the support of everyone who cares about
our national game.

ﬁ THE FOOTBALL TRUST
o' Helping the game

Tre FootealL Trust, WaLkoen House, 10 MecTon STreeT, Lonoon NW1 2EB

Hoddle Signs for Mitre.

The official ball supplier to

Mitre >




L NATIONWIDE J

Nationwide

¢
[(EEE R EER NN ERE RN NENNENEENJE-EJR-ENRJESBRJEJSRELESEB BB BN

MARSDEN'S PEDIGREE

between the posts because of

Trevor Francis couldn’t take
his eyes off an opposing
player as one meeting
followed another - a pre
season friendly, an FA Cup-
tie, a League fixture and two
Coca-Cola Cup matches.

it it's true that Chns Marsden, a
Lhinly-thatched 28-year-old,
would stand out in a crowd of
professional players, it was his
football ability rather than the
balding pate which caught the
Birmingham City manager’s
attention.

The oulcome was a £500,000
transfer for the acting Stockport
County captain who had revived
his career al Edgeley Park alter
breaking a leg with Wolves and a
frustrating spell with four
managers in a year at Notts
County.

Mr Francis said: “I've probably
seen him more than any other
player in the past 15 months
Each time he has been very, very
impressive. Apart from his good
control and passing range, he 1s a
very competitive player.”

Marsden marked his
Birmingham debul with another
qualily, a winning goal
former club Wolves

agamnst

SUPER STOPPER

Manchester City's
goalkeeping staff includes
Northern Ireland’s Tommy
Wright and Wales ‘B’
international Martyn
Margetson . . . but the only
Blues “keeper not to concede
a goal this season is an 18-
year-old reserve player.

Not that you are ever likely to
see Stephen Rimmer donning the
gloves in a firstteam match. For
the very good reason that the
Liverpeol-bern youngster 1s &
defender making his way in the
Pontin’s League

His claim to fame as a
goalkeeper is that he went

injunes N successive maltahes -
and kepl a clean sheel on both

Natmnwle

FOOTBALL Lgag UE

oCcasions
This was no mean feat because

prior to Rimmer’s emergency L =
stints, City had conceded three _ LH“IS
goals al Leicester and two at Smwﬂsggn was
home o Middlesbrough

the only
PEAKES AND TROUGHS
Bury strengthened their passenger o
injury-depleted squad by a I]]ane

signing a player who twice
went through the worst
experience of all in fighting
relegation from the Third
Division.

Jason Peake was with Halifax
Town when they dropped into the
Conference in 1993 bul stayed in

chartered o
hring him home
from lceland’s

victory over

the League with a move to I_Iﬂ[:h'[EﬂSlem_"
Rochdale.
In tumn, this led to his
£120,000
transfer to o B

Brighton last
season, only to
lose his place
before the south
coast club
escaped with a
last-match poeint at
Hereford.

BAGGIES GO
BOING

West Bromwich
Albion reported a
loss of nearly
£1m on their
transfer account
after financing
purchases by
former manager
Alan Buckley and
his successor, Ray
Harford.

But chairman Tony
Hale was delighted by
the underiying trend
which showed a rapid
rise in the operating surplus
(belore transfers), from £330,000
in 1996 to £861,000 last season.

Mr Hale told the Birmingham
Sports Argus: “When you think
that three years ago we were
losing £500,000 a year, tis
really is a significant increase.”

HIGH FLYER

The Sunday fixtures which
went ahead less than 24
hours after the final World
Cup group matches required
some detailed planning to
restore international players
to their clubs.

Stoke City defender Larus
Sigurdsson was the only
passenger on a plane chartered
to bring him home from

Iceland’s victory over

Liechtenstein.

Sigurdsson played the
next day in the Potteries
derby with Port Vale, bul
Stoke didn’t call on Gerard
McMahan, a substitute for
Northern Irétand in

Portugal
On the other hand,

Birmingham City

included another Irish

squad player, Jon

McCarthy, after his
Fam landing al
Heathrow on a flight
from Lisben.

Opponents Wolves

named Carl Robinson
after his trip 1o

Belgium with Wales’

Under=21 team as well

as defender Adrian

Williams, who had

returned early from

Wales’ senior party

because of an injury.

A LARUS SIGURDSSON
The Stoke City defender is used to
leaving the ground on his own.

................ '------------"°*~-~'"-~------------*'-“---------------(HITTHENET-ww.suﬂderland-afc.cnm-HITTHEHET




* Players involved have matching colours.

= booked M = sent-off @ = Opponents own goal No. = Goals scored
p =scored from penalty  Unused = Sub not used
Debut = Playing first senior game for the club.

] ] ] 5
3 KEY: 88 Blue shaded areas denote player featured for whole 90 minutes.
a I S l BS B V I e W | g * Coloured half areas denote player was substituted.
PABE 3 -« * Coloured half areas denole player appeared as substitute.

Nationwide League Division One - "":

Aug Sun 10 Sheffield United 0-2 17,324 -
up to & including Sunday October 19th. : Aug Fri 15 MANCHESTER CITY 3-1 38,827 -
v Aug Sat 23 Port Vale 1-3 8,209 15

A
H
Home Away A
i e . o Aug Sat30  NORWICH CITY H 01 29204 15
Nottm Forest 4590 1% £.3 14 DR OXFORD UNITED Ho 31 27643 12
West Brom - o Bt 3 3 2 110 8 g 05 Sradiord City A 40 16484 6
i don o 4 2 0 5 2 1 3 512 Sep  Sun 14 Birmingham City A 1-0 17,478 6
Charitan Ath, e & 3 a4 211 .7 Sep Tuelé  BURYCCC2(I) H 21 18775 -
Bradford City 3 2 1 8 2 2 16 5 Sep Sat 20 WOLVERHAMPTON WDRS H 1-1 30,682 3
Sheffield Utd 3 2 0 3 2 2 0.6 3 Sep  Tue23  Bury CCC 2(2) A 21 3928 -
Stoke City L B 28 Lo Sep Sun28  MIDDLESBROUGH H 12 35384 11
QPR 3 1 3 5 2 1 3 813 Oct Sat4 Reading A 04 10,795 12
Birmingham 3 0 2 2 2 2 2 8 7 Oct Wed 15 Middlesbrough CCC 3 A 0-2 26,451 -
Stockport 3 31 0 21 A a# Oct Sat18  HUDDERSFIELD TOWN H 31 24782 1
SUNDERLAND 31 2 7 2 0 3 6 Oct.~ Tue 21 I SWINDON TOWN 7
Wolves 3 3 o 61 1 % & Oct  Sat25 Stoke City - A
Middlesbrough 2:001-2 519 3 0 8 Nov Sat1l Stockport County A
Port Vale 3 9 STk Nov Tue4  CHARLTON ATHLETIC H
Crewe Alex. 1 1 4 1 311 9 Nov ' Sat8 NOTTINGHAM FOREST H
Bury 2 3 1 6 1 2 3 8 Nov Sat 13 Portsmouth A
Norwich City 20 A 2 1 2.5 Nov Sat 22 Bury A
Oxford United 3 92 1.0 S0 Nov Sat29 TRANMERE ROVERS H
Reading 2 1 3 1 2 3 3 Dec Sateé Queens Park Rangers A
TRt i 0 2 oS e - Dec  Sat13  WEST BROMWICH ALBION H
Man City i 3 3 T Dec Sat 20 Crewe Alexandra A
ipswich Town 2 11 0 2 3 4 Dec  Fri26 BRADFORD CITY H
Portsmotth 2 1 13 o 1 4l Dec  Sun 28 Oxford United A
Huddersfield 0 2 4 0 2 3 3 BRSNS A fup 3
lan Sat 10 SHEFFIELD UNITED H
Jan Sat17 Manchester City A
L Jan  Wed 28  Norwich City A
APPEAHA“(ES LEAGUE @ - T 3 jJan Sat31  PORT VALE H
AP 6LS APPS GLS © APKS 6LS Feb Sat7? Wolverhampton Wdrs A
: : : : Feb Sat14  BIRMINGHAM CITY H
STEVEAGNEW = 3 =i 1 - .4 = E: Feb Tue 17  READING H
SAM AISTON & 142 - © - —=m e ’ Feb  Sat 21 Middiesbrough A
KEVINBALL @ 11 1 & 24 - © 13411 i Feb Tue24  Huddersfield Town A
PAULBRACEWELL : -+1 " = : 2 = : 241 - Feb Sat28  IPSWICH TOWN -
MICHAEL BRIDGES | 1+2 2 2 <1342 2 ; Mar Wed 4 Nottingham Forest A
LUMORIRNE 1 3k it —nodes = : Mar Sat7  STOCKPORT COUNTY H
TONL:EC‘:';:(:: Yl ST =iy fa Mar Sat14  Charlton Athletic A
JODYCRADDOCK. : 2 - 5 2. (- 24 = ::ar ;:' 2he 2 PORTMOUIY M
i 1 - ERC NIRRT ar Sat28  BURY H
MICHAELGRAY - 11 2z © 3 . 14 2 . v i o Raves s
AT R ey el il s s . Apr Sat1l  QUEENS PARK RANGERS H
DARREN HOLLOWAY @ - S S i i e Apr  Mon 13  West Bromwich Albion A
ALLANJOHNSTON = 432 1 = 2 - 642 1 Apr  Sat18  CREWE ALEXANDRA H:
CHRISMAKIN © 11 1 - 3 - 14 "1 : Apr Sat25  STOKECITY H
ANDY MELVILLE © 10 1 . - STy 3 May Sun3 Swindon Town A
JOHN MULLIN © 143 - - - D e © % TBA Ipswich Town A
RICHARDORD & 10 - : - - ' 10 - 4
LIONEL PEREZ © 11 = iy o 4
KEVIN PHILLIPS = 7+1 4 & - - B 7Y 4
NIALLQUINN - 5§ o I ile 1
ALEXRAE | 2+2 - : 141 1 © 343 1 2 - ?
CRAIG RUSSELL : -31 - & 2341 - : 242 - ; Ddy K
MARTIN SCOTT - 8 253 S nE 4 o l UU nuw
MARTINSMITH & 6+2 2 . T+1 1 © 743 3 4 ® g Going into tonight’s match
DARREN WILLIAMS : 4+1 1 3 .- : 741 1 : N t d Sunderland are now joint
EDWIN ZOETEBIER : - 2l 2 =i ey e 2 a lOllW e third top scorers in the
FOOTBALL LEAGUE division.

WELCOME TD Bl ccsonncasssnnsassessasnrassnsisonsansossesennenasinesssassaness
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DAVID
MURRAY
Could his
Rangers
team face
a possible
conflict of
interests?

“The
weekly

sogcer
supporter/
investor is
paying more
for a sea
than at

the Royal

HARRY BARRETT IS

foothall

This column does not necessarily reflect the official views of Sunderland AFC

G008 P 000000 E0NE00ENO00R000000BRRRRRRRRS S

hare and
hare Alike

“We are creating a unique
family of football teams,”
said Robert Hersov, Managing
Director of ENIC, an
investment trust company
listed on the London Stock
Exchange, after his
organisation had bought AEK
Athens, one of the kingpins
of Greek football,

Check your pension fund, for
that retirement package, slippers
and foreign holidays could well
depend on ENIC and its
investment portfolio. They already
own 25% of Glasgow Rangers
and have shares in Czech Republic
outfit Slavia Prague and Vicenza of
Italy’s Serie A. Football results all of
a sudden have a new significance,
forget about League positions and
Cup runs, a weekly bet on the
Pools even, we're talking Joe
Public’s finandial livelihood.

Mr Hersov pointedly stated the
Ibrox team and Scottish League
Champions 46 times, were not
aboul to become a subsidiary of
AEK. But what would happen
were the two to meet in
European competition?
Presumnably ENIC might have to
make a judgement as to which
side offered the best chance of
advancement. Not of course in
relation to playing performance
but in terms of share value and
potential dividend.

David Murray the ‘Gers
Chairman is ambitious for his

R

Scottish Champions, head and
shoulders above domestic
competition, to become a force in
Europe. He may have to do battle
with a sizeable shareholder if that
ambition is to be realised. A well
known ploy in high finance is to
infiltrate the opposition, minimise
their market share and clean up
financially in a long run.

With the Al Fayed organisation
demonstrating there is more than
one F in Fulham and confirmation
in Kev’s biography, were it
needed, that the Stock Exchange
dictated his departure, as well as
the sale of several young starlets,
football supporters may no doubt
wonder where the real power in
football lays. More than one club
since flotation have chosen to

hold Annual General Meetings in
London because of the interests
of financial institutions. And at a
time when the weekly soccer
supporter/investor is paying maore
for a seat than at the Royal
Shakespeare Company, it is hardly
surprising football finance is more
unfathomable than the
competing claims of personal
investment plans. Indeed the

soccer business may yet
unearth a Nick Leeson
who plays the system,
ns, loses
them and in his wake
famous football clubs are
no more,

Sooner or later
football’s rulers will have
to confront the matter of
club ownership. It is
patently ridiculous that
the notion of bigger
clubs having nursery
outfits in the Football
League is outlawed,
while financial
institutions can have
substantial shareholdings
in more than one club in
the same compelition.

A matter for the
Football Task Force?

Keep the red 'n’
white flag flying
here

One topic on David Mellor’s
Task Force agenda - if press
reports are to be believed -
will be the name of
Sunderland’s enclosure.

Apparently the Stadium of
Light was a hot topic at
Labour’s Brighton Conference.
Not that Tony Blair was
particularly interested, the Prime
Minister being a Mag, but
delegate Dave Bainbridge from
County Durham ensured
discussion.

Accerding to the Northern
Echo, the Stadium of Light is
about to be considered by the
Task Force and the manner in
which the name was selected.

We wait with bated breath.

PETER REID
NEW SYSTEM THIS SEASON.

secret this season? INDeX, the best voice

and data communications system in the league.

What's Peter Reid’s

'S USING A

Designed and manufactured by SDX Business Systems, INDeX
was installed at the new stadium by the NEP Group, the talk of

the North East.

you want to be

a key player.

3

team up with SDX and NEP

and adopt Peter Reid’s new system: just call 0800 22 05 04

SDX

I N DX

THE RIGHT RESPONSE FOR BUSINESS

NEP

GROUP

A wnoly cemed subsiiaty o Canen (V) Lid

E TALK O

F THE

Canon

NORTH

EAST




PETER REID’S USING A
What's Peter Reid’s secret this season? INDeX | the best voice
and data communications system in the ]eague.
Designed and manufactured by SDX Business Systems, INDeX
was installed at the new stadium by the NEP Group, the talk of

the North East.
So, if you want to be a key player, team up with SDX and NEP
and adopt Peter Reid's new system: just call 0800 22 05 04

THE RIGHT RESPONSE FOR BUSINESS
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SL\DERH\D At

Match
Record

L

Half-time score:

Fall-time score: 4

The Officials

REFEREE- MR $COTT. HATHIESON
(STOCKPORT).

Sunderland Scorers:

One of the youngest referees In the
Ieagae Mr, Mathieson is 2 Joiner
who graduated fo the National
List of Refereet in 1694 He vat
due to referee Liton's visit to
Roker Park in February oflast year
but frad to pall out so he Last
officiated on Weartide when
Reading vitited in September 199

ASSISTANT REFEREES
1R, PCANADINE AND
MR 6. KELLETT

Maseot

KARL RIGH ¥ aned 3. his
favourite player is Lee
Glark and he eajoys playing
foothall and goll.

STEEANTYRIE 35 aged 8112 his
fourite player is Ghris Hay
antl he enjoys foothall,
faotball, football, karate and
the cinenia!

. Match Facts

Sunderland AFC

Tony Coton
Lionel Perez
Edwin Zoetebier

jody Craddock
Jan Eriksson
Darren Holloway
Chris Makin
Andy Melville
Richard Ord
Martin Scott

Steve Agnew
Sam Aiston
Kevin Ball

Lee Clark
Michael Gray
Alex Rae

Martin Smith
Darren Williams

Michael Bridges
Chris Byrne
Allan johnston
John Mullin
Kevin Phillips
Niall Quinn
Craig Russell

{ COURTINA
s
COUIRUrmIA
i FOO1YS
(LOvLC D

B N es—————

/Ladbrokes,/

CHARLTON
ATHLETIC
Tuesday 4th

Some people say it is a game of two halves.

Swindon Town

Fraser Digby
Frank Talia

Chris Casper
Frederic Darras
Jason Drysdale
Scott Leitch -
Alan McDonald
Alex Smith

Craig Taylor

Brian Borrows
Darren Bullock
Lee Collins
Philippe Cuervo
Ty Gooden
Steve McMahon
Kevin Watson

Wayne Allison
Steve Cowe
Steve Finney
Chris Hay
Mark Walters

P

Also Playing To

Bary v PR

Charlton v Birmiagha
(rewt v Ipiwich

Oxford v Migdiesdrouph
Port Vale v Huddersfickd
Portymouth v Bradford

Sheffickd United v Stockport

Carfile v Luton

Watford v Tulliam
Darlington v Cardif
Hartiepool ¥ Peterberough

74 &

= Nationwide

November 1337

With LADBROKES you can bet on it. . ¢




